Tasmanian JidcL 9^aiura[ists ' CCuS ( ( Td c HC) 

******* 

"BULLETIN NO. 256 SUPPLEMENT TO THE "TASMANIAN NATURALIST” October 1989 

The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club is devoted to the study of all forms of 
Natural History, and is comprised of both experts and beginners. We cover a wide 
variety of topics, and we support conservation. Meetings are held on the first 
Thursday of every month, except January, in the.CSIRO Conference Room, Stowell Ave, 
Battery Point, at 7.45 p.m. Outings are usually held the following weekend, 
meeting outside the new entrance to the Museum, Macquarie Street. 


The Club's address is G.P.O. Box 68A, Hobart, 7001 and the Secretary is 
Ms Helen Davidson, phone 25 2754. 
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PROGRAMME 

7.45p.m. Sally Bryant, Project Officer with the Dept, of Parks, 
Wildlife and Heritage will discuss her survey work on the 
endangered Ground Parrot - a beautiful but very vulnerable 
Tasmanian bird. Also, video(s) on parrots will be shown. 

- 5.00p.m . At Museum. 6.00p.m . At. Chauncy Vale. An evening 
outing to observe the numerous native animals as they come 
down to the creek area to drink and feed around sunset. We 
will begin with a BBQ (bring your own meat, sandwiches, drinks, 
etc.), followed by a look at the many orchids likely to be in 
flower at this time before dark sets in for the animals. 

7.45p.m. Members are invited to bring along slides, photos and 
live or..pressed specimens of Tasmanian native orchids for display 
and discussion. As this is the last meeting for the year, we will 
conclude with a special supper - please bring a plate of sandwiches, 
cake or biscuits etc. 

9.Q0a.m. Trip to Ida Bay - Southport Lagoon to inspect the 
orchids which should be abundant in the area. Train to Deep Hole, 
walk to Southport Lagoon and back to train. Bring lunch and drinks. 
************************************************************************************ 

CONINGHAM CAMP . Despite inclement weather at the beginning of the weekend, the 
camp was a great success. 42 people from Launceston, Devonport, Burnie and Hobart 
clubs attended over the weekend. Two groups visited Bruny Island on Saturday; a 
slide show and spotlighting were featured in the evening. On Sunday Alan Gray 
conducted a botanical tour of the camp area while the Federation meeting was held. 

A full trip report will appear in the Outings Book at a later date. Species lists 
etc. will be forwarded to northern and north western clubs. 

ar********************************************************************^ 

EDITORSHIP OF THE 'TASMANIAN NATURALIST 1 ■ Don Hird has been editor for 2 years now 
and wonders if another member would like to accept this position. Don is quite 
agreeable to continuing for 1 more year, while perhaps showing someone what the 
job entails. 

************************************************************************************* 

CLUB PUBLICATIONS . Committee members have agreed to arrange for Jacaranda Press 
to republish the Tasmanian Birds book. It will be distributed as before, at an 
increased price (due to increased costs). 

A book on the butterfly fauna of Tasmania will probably be produced over the next 
2 years. We will require the assistance of an artist (preferably watercolour) for 
up to 75 illustrations, possibly painted from photographs. One artist/naturalist 
has been suggested but if you known of anyone who could assist please contact 
Peter McQuillan (ph 233262). A book on Tasmanian reptiles is a second possiblity 
for publication. 

************************************************************************************* 
"NATURE NOTES” IN THE MERCURY NEWSPAPER. The Editor has decided to drop "Nature 
Notes" as a regular feature as "nobody reads it". If you disagree write and let 
him know your feelings. 


Thurs. 2nd Nov . 


Sat. 4th Nov. 


Thurs. 7th Dec. - 


Sat. 9th Dec. 


************************************************************************************* 















EYES OPEN FOR GROUND PARROTS . During 1989 and 1990 the Department of Parks, 

Wildlife and Heritage is conducting a survey of the Ground Parrot in Tasmania. 

The Ground Parrot is endangered and vulnerable to extinction and Tasmania appears 
the last stronghold for the species. The aim of the survey is to find out where 
and how many parrots there are and then this information will form the basis of 
a management plan. The Ground Parrot lives in open bushland such as buttongrass 
plains, low heathlands or sedge and is found mainly in the south-west and western 
half of Tasmania. Records show .they may also occur in other open areas in the 
midlands and east coast (incUding Bruny Island and the Tasman Peninsula). The birds 
can be flushed from the ground and during their short flight display rich green 
plumage hatred with black and yellow (found singly or in pairs). Anyone wishing 
to help with the survey or with any recent sightings to report can contact Sally 
Bryant on telephone (002) 30 6033 (if no answer try Peter Brown on 30 6311 or David 
Rounsevell on 30 6203) or by writing to the Department of Parks, Wildlife and 
Heritage, G.P.O. Box 44A, Hobart. 7001. Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

Sally Bryant 
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MANAGING TASMANIA'S WORLD HERITAGE AREA. WHAT DO YOU THINK ? 

Are you interested in the future of Tasmania's World Heritage Area? How should 
this magnificent natural area be managed? The Tasmanian Department of Parks, 

Wildlife and Heritage wants to hear your ideas. From the beginning of December 
1989 until the end of February 1990, the Department will be seeking submissions 
from all interested individuals and organisations. Your submission can be as long 
or as short as you like. Pamphlets detailing the boundaries of the area, important 
management issues and giving advice on writing your submission are available from 
the Department. So, have your say! Your ideas will be considered by the Department 
in the preparation of a draft management plan for the area. 

For pamphlets and any further information, please contact: 

Mr. Sam Rando 

Department of Parks, Wildlife and Heritage 
G.P.O. Box 44A 
Hobart. 7001. 

Telephone: 002 303912 Fax: 002 238765 
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THE ECOLOGY OF TASMANIAN MOUNTAIN VEGETATION COURSES . The Tasmanian Environment Centre 
is conducting three field courses this summer in Mt. Field National Park, the Central 
Highlands and Ben Lomand National Park, led by Prof. w.D. Jackson and John Davies, 

B.Sc.Hons. They offer participants a rare opportunity to gain considerable knowledge 
about our native vegetation while enjoying a great stay in the mountains. 

For further information, contact Peter Blackwell at T.E.C. phone (002) 34 5566 or 
Helen Davidson phone 25 2754. 

***********************************************************^,^^^^^^^^ 

VICTORIAN NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDERNESS ADVENTURE HOLIDAYS. Gippsland Explorer 
Holidays are offering a large range of 2 - 7 day 4-W drive/bushwalking tours in the 
coming 8 months. Their special interest tours include a 5-day Camping/Accommodated 
Birdwatchers Extravaganza from Nov. 25-29 (cost $500) from Bairnsdale to Errinundra 
Plateau and Croajingolong National Park. For brochures etc. contact Helen Davidson 
(phone 25 2754). 

************************************************************************************* 
NEW PUBLICATION : "Explorers of Western Tasmania" Revised Edition 

This wonderful book by C.J. Spinks has proved to be a most useful and sought-after 
reference for all those who have walked or toured in Tasmania, and some members may 
welcome the opportunity to purchase it now it is back in print. Telling the story 
of the explorers, surveyors, convicts, geologists and prospectors who penetrated 
the mountains and valleys of Western Tasmania between 1815 and 1880, it is to be 
released in October/November 1989 (R.R.P. $39.95) . However if you are interested 
in the pre-publication offer of $35 (post-free), please contact Helen Davidson 
for further details (phone 25 2754) 

************************************************************************************ 
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